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Tawa Historical Project: How I remember Tawa now 

 

I am Steve Avery; my wife Jo and I lived in Tawa for 31 years and two of our three 
children did so until they finished university. Between the five of us we were at Tawa 
College for 99 years. I have a project under way, detailed below, for the Tawa 
Historical Society. 
 

Why this project 

We are trying to collect the stories of Tawa and would be grateful if you are willing to 
help us. Some will remember Barbara Adams, a former teacher colleague of myself 
and wife Jo at Tawa College. Barbara in 2002 published the lives of 43 Tawa people. 
The glimpses of the past, pre 1940 and in the early years of expansion post-World 
War II shows Tawa to be a very different world to the current Tawa. 
 

Some families have a recorded history that to some degree can be passed on to the 
subsequent generations. Often a few individuals in the succeeding family cohort will 
be interested in this history, with a larger number of people not feeling the urge to 
investigate it or have the time until they themselves are advancing in age. Many later 
in life feel some regret that they know very little about their elder and deceased 
relatives. 
 

A common human error is to assume the past was the same or similar to the present 
world. This is not so. Below are four quotes available from a myriad of quotes about 
history found on the net. They may help you to think about what history is about.  
 

Every single human soul has more meaning and value than the whole of history. — Nikolai A. 
Berdyaev 
The practical value of history is to throw the film of the past through the material projector of 
the present on to the screen of the future. — B.H. Liddell Hart 
We know the truth, not only be the reason, but also be the heart. — Blaise Pascal 
There are no Hallmark cards that define the next chapter, or the value of a history together. — 
Brad Pitt 
If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten. _Rudyard 
Kipling 
The past does not repeat itself, but it rhymes.  - Mark Twain 
The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there. — L.P. Hartley 
 

Why you? 

Every human has a unique life whether you be a prince, pauper, parent, powerful 
influencer or patient holding on to life. Even if you have had one partner for many 
decades, you will not have gone through life with completely the same experience and 
perspectives as your partner, indeed your perspectives may differ greatly. History for 
possibly all of the existence of human life has been about the powerful. Over the 
twentieth century this convention has been challenged and hopefully largely left 
behind.  Your life is important. 
 

Your mission should you accept it 

https://www.wisefamousquotes.com/nikolai-a-berdyaev-quotes/every-single-human-soul-has-more-meaning-and-458116/
https://www.wisefamousquotes.com/b-h-liddell-hart-quotes/the-practical-value-of-history-is-to-throw-1868400/
https://www.wisefamousquotes.com/b-h-liddell-hart-quotes/the-practical-value-of-history-is-to-throw-1868400/
https://www.wisefamousquotes.com/blaise-pascal-quotes/we-know-the-truth-not-only-be-the-865305/
https://www.wisefamousquotes.com/brad-pitt-quotes/there-are-no-hallmark-cards-that-define-the-1229651/
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/159917?ref=history
https://www.azquotes.com/author/8083-Rudyard_Kipling
https://www.azquotes.com/author/8083-Rudyard_Kipling
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/524696?ref=history
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What we would like you to do is to think about your history in Tawa. Then what we 
would like you to do sometime soon is write. Use a computer or write with a pen or 
pencil some hundreds or thousands of words in your life connected with Tawa.  
 

You can write in the first or third person. We will do some editing before posting it on 
the THS web site but not alter the veracity of your story. If you use a computer, can 
you please record in Google docs or Word document.  
 

If you are using a compute, send it as a Word attachment or a Google doc. Unless you 
want a particular font, can you use 12 Arial for the text? 

 

This is perhaps in this era the only viable method of recording your story and the most 
time efficient way given the magnitude of potential contributions. Through doing this 
you will help keep memories alive. 
To help you think what you could write there is below a multiplicity of starter ideas to 
prompt you.  
 
If you want to find out more or seek clarification or want me to visit you and when you 
have completed the history you wish to share, please contact me, Steve Avery: 
 

My contact details for you to send your stories 

 

stevepavery@gmail.com 

 

Or 
Steve Avery 

9 Stony Hill Place 

Grenada Village 

Wellington 6037 

 

Or 
Ring me on 027 329 1187 and I will collect it. 
 

Thank you 

Steve Avery 

 

Prompts on pages 3 and 4. 
 

  

mailto:stevepavery@gmail.com
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Ideas to prompt your memory 

 Do not use my prompts as subheadings but as possible ideas of memories to 
include.  
 

The family you grew up in and or the family you had as an adult in Tawa 
 

1. Your name and birthday? 
2. How long have you lived in Tawa? Can you tell us something about your 

parents and family? 
a. Parents  

i.  Their values? 
ii.  What did they do for work? 
iii. Housekeeping? 
iv. Maintaining, improving house and section? 
v. Their social life, recreation and activities? 

b. Siblings' names and years born. 
c. Where the family home/homes was/were? 

 

Growing up in Tawa and or your children’s upbringing in Tawa 
 

3. Can you tell us something about growing up in Tawa? 
a. Playing? 
b. Recreation such as radio, TV, board games? 
c. Organised activities e.g. music, sport, youth groups etc?   
d. What did Tawa look like in your early years? 
e. How did the look change over time? 
f. Social life growing up? 
g. Shopping? 
h. Religion? 
i. Were there distinct areas of wealth within Tawa? 

 

Your education and or children's education 
 

4. Can you tell us about education? 
a. Your early education? 
b. Intermediate? 
c. Secondary? 
d. Post school? 

 

Reflections 
 

5. If you were to explain to a youth about the main differences between your 
teenage years or when you first lived in Tawa and a Tawa teenager today, what 
would you say? 

6. Overall, what would you say about growing up for you and or your children in 
Tawa? 

7. When did you leave Tawa? Or when did you finally return to Tawa and where 
else have you lived? 

8. As an adult living in Tawa where have you been employed? 
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9. What activities have you been involved in and how as an adult in Tawa and 
wider? 

10. What are the pros and cons of living in the past and in Tawa today? 
 

 

 

 
 

Newspaper cuttings relating to the unveiling of a monument to Elsdon Best, in Tawa, 
Wellington region, published February 1960. Source(s) of cuttings unidentified. 
 
Steve Avery 3 10 25  Words 1081 

 

 


