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1979 MR LUCAS - MORE THAN JUST A SPARK PLUG 

 

Tawa Historical Project: How I remember Tawa now 
 

This record is  a contribution to a THS project for gathering recollections from Tawa people. 

 

Murray Lucas, Reflections on Tawa College as a Teacher 1976-1981.               

Written by Murray Lucas, added to and edited by Steve Avery 1 6 26  words 1204 

 

I lived in Tawa for my first 21 years with my parents at 39 Duncan Street until age 

seventeen and then in Wilmshurst Place. I lived right across the road from the 

College when it was being built, and had 100 metres to get to school. I was a student 

at Victoria University 1971-74  I obtained an MSc (Hons) and then went 

to  Christchurch Teachers’ College in 1975. 

I consider myself fortunate to be appointed to my first teaching job at Tawa College 

in 1976. My employing Principal was Mr Flaws who was the Principal of Tawa 

College for the five years that I was a student. I found Eric Flaws to be an excellent 

role model as a Principal.   He was kind and understanding but also had clear 

boundaries in terms of relationships with staff and students. Like most Principals he 

was challenged by the concept of work/life balance. An example of this was that he 

spent many Christmas days working with his family to sort out the Tawa College 

timetable for the following year.  

One of Mr Flaws’s initiatives was the creation of staff positions related to pastoral 

leadership of students. They were called Deans and the quality of the staff that 

fulfilled these roles were exceptional and were extremely helpful and supportive to 
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young staff such as me. During this time, I learned so much from my colleagues 

particularly at lunchtime and after school. One unwritten law was that at lunchtime in 

the staffroom you were discouraged from talking about school related matters. When 

not on duty, I played Bridge in the staffroom, and I do believe this released a great 

deal of the stress associated with teaching. Staffrooms in the current era in my 

experience are depopulated probably due to increased administrative demands and 

greater expectations placed on teaching staff to adopt roles such as mentor, coach 

and even surrogate parent. 

 

1976 “Don’t get stroppy 

 with me - mate.” 

 

Around this period, several new secondary schools in the North Wellington/ Porirua 

area such as Newlands College, Viard College, Porirua College and Aotea College 

started, and this resulted in the introduction of zoning and increased competition for 

students. In many ways the proximity to train stations made Tawa College the most 

accessible of the secondary schools. 

In this time, the sporting and musical prowess of Tawa College really developed. 

Boys football was very prominent and in 1976, Tawa beat Auckland Grammar 1-0 to 

win the New Zealand Secondary School Premier Tournament. The following year 

Tawa College beat Christchurch Boys High to win the New Zealand Secondary 

School Knockout Cup. There were students who excelled in Netball, Rowing, 

Wrestling, Athletics and Boxing at a national level. A student of that era, Michael 

Kenny became a Commonwealth Games Gold Medallist in 1990 in Heavyweight 

Boxing. 

In Music two original school musicals stand out – Pilgrim and Pip.  Students wrote a 

number of songs encouraged by Chris Norton, a staff member at the time. This era 

was the genesis of choral groups that have continued to be a strong component of 

Tawa College. In Debating Tawa College won the Henning Cup and won a Rotary 

sponsored intercollegiate competition that was broadcast on National Radio. 

There was a strong emphasis on all round achievement whether it be academic, 

sporting or cultural and this emphasis on developing high quality all-round students 

has continued. 
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One of my most positive memories was setting a record for continuous teaching. In 

1977 I taught a seventh form Chemistry class for 24 hours. We had a chemistry 

songbook as well as playing Chemical 500 and doing a multichoice test at 1am in the 

morning. The record was acknowledged in the Dunmore Book of New Zealand 

Records. The following year Middleton Grange beat this record so in 1979 we had 

another Teachathon, this time of 27 hour duration raising money for stroke victims. I 

was grateful for Mr Flaws for being willing to allow these events to take place. 

 

1977 Chemistry class for 24 hours. 

Fourth Form (Year 10) Camps were a feature of Tawa College at that time. Two 

classes would spend three days in the Maungakotukutuku Valley at Waghorn Lodge. 

It featured a tramp, a Burma bridge and a flying fox and it was not for the faint-

hearted. During this time Tawa College, after discussion with the Department of 

Lands and Survey, was allowed to own Putara School in the Wairarapa near 

Eketahuna. For many years it hosted Biology and Geography field trips and allowed 

city teenagers the opportunity to appreciate life in a rural setting. 
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1981 Professor Lucas giving an             1980 Staff Review 

illustrated demonstration of 15 ways 

to wave a flag at Prince Charles. 
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1981 With differing degrees of grace   1981 “Where are the songs of Spring?”  

 and elegance  Mrs Purdie and Mr        Ask Mrs Hansen, Mr Edgecombe, 

 Lucas jazzercise in the Staff Review   Mr Greenlees, Mrs Aburn, Mr Osborne  

                                                             

In an interview for the Tawa College Magazine in 1979 Murray said he took a job at 

Tawa College because he was offered it and because it was easier to go back to a 

place you know. When asked the inevitable question of a young teacher he could 

truthfully say he had been at the school for five years although his height and age 

made it hard for this story  to stick. He said he was a great dreamer. He explained 

that as seventh former Wendy Lee kept quiet for a day he had to follow through on 

his promise and so sang the items on the pupil newsheet, in tune, to a class 

although later he found out that Wendy had talked. Murray emphasised it was vital to 

link content to something memorable or unusual, a technique a bit like a 

mnemonic.  Thus he would dive off a chair or stand on his head, this approach was a 

very important teaching technique. Once he was teaching fifth Maths in G2 and a 

rabbit's head prop for a ballet was left in the room. He put it on to calm down the 

unstreamed class, it had the desired effect. He thought he heard a third form boy 

being late to class so raced out shouting “hey boy you'll be late to class.” The 

supposed boy was a woman teacher who replied, “right Mr. Lucas, I'll be right along.” 

His class howled with laughter. Asked who he would change places with he said 



6 

Ipswich football manager Bobby Robson, William Wilberforce a British nineteenth 

century slave abolitionist and Kevin Keegan a 1970s British footballer.  

I thoroughly enjoyed beginning my teaching at Tawa College and was grateful to my 

school leaders, colleagues, the students and the Tawa College community of 

parents and whānau. Tawa College was very much a school of the community and 

had strong support from whānau and family members. 

 

 
 


